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The nomination of David 
G. Bress to be a U.S. Dis- 
triret Court judge hera 
blew up in the Senate yes- 
terday as a little Fortas 
case. 

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R- 
S.C.) sadd he widl object to a 
vote on the nomination wh«^ 
it comes up In the 
Committee today and'‘wiiU fili- 
buster against it, it necessary. 

fight the 

Br^ nomination just as hard 
as he did the nomination of 
Supreme Court Justice Abe 
Fortas to be Chief Justice. 
Thurmond was one of the 
leaders in the Senate battle 
that caused Fortas to ask that 
his name be withdrawn when 
the Senate refused to halt 
a fiUbuster. 

Bress, now U.S. attorney 
here, was nominated to be a 
District Court Judge by Presi- 
dent Johnson on Aug. 2. Hcar- 
t ings were held on Sept, 12. 
Question Greenhalgh 

Sen. John J. WilUams (R- 
Del.) called on the Judiciary 
Committee yesterday to re- 
^ open the hearings to look Into 
charges that Bress received 
his appointment In 1965 as 
U.S. attorney through the in- 
tervention of Fortas. 

He^said that the Committee 
should ask William W. Green- 
halgh, a former Assistant UB. 
Attorney, to testify on an inci- 
dent that Greenhalgh, now 
Montgomery County Council 
president, described In a 
speech last Friday. 

Greenhalgh said that Fortas 


blocked mm trom oemg numi- 
nated U.S. attorney by per- 
suading President Johnson 
(that he was too close to the 
late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
and that “because the Bobby 
Baker case was pending in the 
U.S. District Court, I couldn’t 
be trusted.” 

According to Greenhalgh, 
Fontae, who had just been con- 
firmed as a Supreme Court 
Justice, recommended that his 
“great and good friend” David 
Bress be named instead, even 
though Bress, like Fortas, was 
once Baker’s lawyer. ' * 

A spokesman for Fortas de- 
nied last Saturday that the Su- 
preme Court Justice had inter- 
vened and said ithat Green-, 
halgh’s name was “completely! 
unknown to the Justice.” 

W. John Kenney, a Washing- 
ton lawyer and former chair- 
man of the District Demo- 
cratic Central Committee, en- 
tered the dispute yesteiday, 
saying that he had recom- 
mended Bress for the position 
of U.S. attorney and thar a^i 
far as he knew Fortas had 
nothing to do with it 

In asking for the new hear- 
ing, Williams said that the im- 
plication behind Greenhalgh's 
allegations “are that the exec- 
utive branch after conferring 
with a member of the Su- 
preme Court, acted on ap- 
pointment in the judicial sys- 
tem with the thought of how it 
would influence the outcome 
of a potentlatl court case 
against Mr. Robert Baker.” 


